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8. The Simultaneous Method:

 materials and strategies enriched by the technologies interactivity.

9. After projecting, experimenting and diffusing the “ Simultaneous Method”  ( reading / writing in the first class of Scuola Primaria – age 6 : see experience presented by 182° Circolo Didattico “ F. Fellini in Rome ) by formative days and assistance on the field, the responsible people ( Melato, Tedoldi, Guerrini Rocco ) wanted to enrich materials and strategies with the application of technology.

The CD Rom “Word Fantasy – Fantasia di Parole “ has been realised thanks to the data processing collaboration of Ivana Sacchi.

This product has been built up allowing the maximum accessibility, even to disabled children, because the Simultaneous Method aims at integrating children with different potentialities and prerequisites  in a common reading / writing path.

Antonella Melato had the idea of The Simultaneous Method. Supported by  the colleagues of the  Istituto Comprensivo di Trescore Cremasco and by all the teachers who experienced  The Simultaneous Method ( in various Italian regions ), the materials have been integrated and improved under the coordination of Ilaria Tedoldi. The CD Rom has been planned by Tullia Guerrini Rocco and fully carried out by Ivana Sacchi.

10. The Simultaneous Method was born more than 15 years ago. The multimedia version has been distributed to schools for almost three years.

During the first class, children play  with the CD Rom “Word Fantasy – Fantasia di Parole “ on the PC, which substitutes the paper alphabet present once in the readers.

11.

A)

· Make the learning strategies more stimulating.

· Motivate the child to learn.

· Integrating the usual didactics with the new technologies ( computer assisted education – CAE ).

· Make technologies a daily instrument in the usual formative course since the first class.

The CD Rom is made to be used all the first class long:

· In the multimedia lab.

· In the classroom , using the LIM.

· In small groups or for single child.

It can be used:

· Repeatedly , with children in great difficulty.

· With foreign children, to support the Italian language learning.

B) -  The CD Rom interactivity, thanks to the multimedia solutions, stimulates the children to come into play, to reinforce learning.

· The easy use of the CD Rom “Word Fantasy – Fantasia di Parole “ and its dynamicity  allow its application in different situations even for teachers not perfectly at their ease with computers.

· The CD Rom matches totally with The Simultaneous Method and makes the use of technologies easier all year long, scanning the various phases of the method itself.

C) – To favour the reading / writing learning it is necessary to create operative occasions in which every subject can pass from a global perception of a word to its analysis . The cards “ Cartellini” ( made by consonants+ vowel, single consonants or single vowels ) are like Lego bricks: instead of building houses, children can build words and phrases, real or invented.

The use of the cards “ Cartellini” is fundamental to make the learner aware of the structure underneath the reading / writing process.

The paper cards ( included into the distributed materials) unfortunately request a lot of time to be operative and often favour a very unstructured  situation. In this way, good children would have great advantages while children in difficulty would suffer in some way. The CD Rom “Word Fantasy – Fantasia di Parole “ proposes the cards “ Cartellini” on the PC. Moreover, it allows the personalisation of the difficulties based on the single child level.

D) – To support the Simultaneous Method, a reader has been created : “ Urrà “. Its pages accompany the children day by day and help them  mastering the instruments of reading / writing and the immediate awareness of the acquired competences.

The CD Rom “Word Fantasy – Fantasia di Parole “ is like “ Urrà ” :it follows the daily path, transferring to the PC the activity of exploring ( attempts and errors ), discovery, consolidation and expansion / enrichment.

Even though it is very structured, the Simultaneous Method allows the sharing and the interaction of the daily formative experiences among the class group and the disabled subjects.

The CD Rom “Word Fantasy – Fantasia di Parole “ is both a structured and flexible instrument, thus the value of the CD Rom is the great adaptability, the daily use, the capacity to put together both children with high potentialities and disadvantaged ones in a game-like activity.

12.

a) 

· The consent obtained up to now by the Simultaneous Method has been equalled by The CD Rom “Word Fantasy – Fantasia di Parole “.

· The accurate computer project by Ivana Sacchi has given  such an easy to use product to make even very inexperienced teachers get nearer the technologies.

· The CD Rom “Word Fantasy – Fantasia di Parole “ allows to transfer to the PC the                ( virtual ) handling of the cards “ Cartellini” ( a synthesis between alphabet and syllables ), making the activity faster and more stimulating, giving the child the possibility to verify immediately the result of his/her creativity ( words/ phrases reproduced or invented ).

b)

· The CD Rom “Word Fantasy – Fantasia di Parole “ allows to deepen the competences in reading / writing because it produces much more exercise, but in an amusing way.

· It responds to the special needs of the dyslexic and dysgraphic  subjects.

· The software fits to PCs with solutions for accessibility  ( programs for deaf and blind people, and aided keyboards ).

· It can be applied to Italian alphabet learning by foreign children, also for an individual work.

c) 

In 2008 – 2009 , more than 3000 Italian schoolchildren (also in Italian schools abroad ) have used 

the Simultaneous Method. In all the classes the software “Word Fantasy – Fantasia di Parole “ has been used. It follows the weekly path of the Method, which lasts one year ( first class, age 6 ). It is also used by teachers dealing with disabled children in the middle school ( age 11 – 14 ).

d)

The CD Rom “Word Fantasy – Fantasia di Parole “ makes the materials and the proposals of the  Simultaneous Method more innovative; it plays on communication levels more suitable to today’s children. It creates continuity between school and free time.

e)

The CD Rom “Word Fantasy – Fantasia di Parole “ favours a collaboration between the Italian teacher and the Computer science teacher . It gave a further opportunity to the affirmation of technologies as a supporting channel and transversal instrument to the subjects, getting them more stimulating. For this the children’s interest and engagement raised. Moreover, the CD Rom “Word Fantasy – Fantasia di Parole “ has been used at home, becoming a moment of sharing between parents and children. This is possible because the CD Rom is free.

f)

· The CD Rom “Word Fantasy – Fantasia di Parole “ has become a recurring instrument to reinforce the weekly working units, scanning the usual daily  activity for the reading / writing learning.

· The installation and usage  easiness, the downloading from different sites ( www.ivana.it  and www.vbscuola.it  ) and the free circulation has made children and teachers get nearer to the computer technologies. Moreover , the flexibility of the proposals, which can suit to different needs, facilitate both the access to  reading / writing and to a richer and richer vocabulary. The CD Rom also contributes to promote awareness in the children..

g)

· The assessment is taken by suitable tests common to all the classes in experience . The CD Rom “Word Fantasy – Fantasia di Parole “ concurs to the greatly positive results.

· The high satisfaction rating of the Simultaneous Method and its CD Rom is proved by the fact that every year the number of teachers adopting it is increasing and the participation to the professional training days ( about 180 -200 teachers ) collects operators coming from all the regions of Italy, in European schools in Italy and in Italian schools abroad.

· Moreover, the Simultaneous Method was subject of a university degree thesis and it was quoted in a text about specific  learning diseases (Erikson).

16. After creating the materials for the application of the Simultaneous Method ( book, card files, wall alphabet , objective test for assessment,…), after seeing the consolidated transferability on the national territory, the coordination group had the idea to use the computer technologies to support the reading / writing learning in the first class – age 6. Mediaexpo ( www.mediaexpo.it ) is a demonstration through which the School Institute comes into contact with many subjects particularly expert in didactic software . For this reason the collaboration between The Istituto Comprensivo di Trescore Cremasco and Ivana Sacchi ( she is an educator specialised in learning applied technologies) has begun. The CD Rom “Word Fantasy – Fantasia di Parole “ is the result of this collaboration, and it is completely free. The various activities related to the Simultaneous Method are sponsored by the publisher Dornetti Crema, printer and distributor of the book “ Urrà “, alternative to the usual textbook in the first class of the Elementary school.







